Background on William Shakespeare


Directions: Read pages 1022-1025 in the literature book. Then, answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper.  Answer in complete sentences (except #8).
1. What is William Shakespeare considered to be?

2. The age when Shakespeare started his literary career is often called what age, and why?

3. What two types of problems began during the reign of Elizabeth’s father, Henry VIII?

4. What was Queen Elizabeth a strong supporter of, and how did this affect artists during the age?

5. What was the name of Shakespeare’s company?

6. What was one reason the London theatres did so well?

7. Write down the great deal of variety Shakespeare included in his plays.

8. Shakespeare was respected by the rich and powerful, but he also became very popular with the _____________ (NOT a complete sentence)
9. How many people could the Globe Theatre hold?

10. Write down the ways in which the audiences would show their pleasure and disappointment during plays.

11. Where was Shakespeare from?
12. What was Shakespeare’s early career like?

13. What are 3 of Shakespeare’s most well-known plays besides The Taming of the Shrew?

Answers

1. The greatest writer in the English language and the greatest playwright of all time

2. Elizabethan Age, named after Queen Elizabeth

3. political and religious

4. English culture; they were held in high esteem

5. Lord Chamberlain’s Men

6. They attracted an audience of rich and poor alike

7. poetic speeches, exciting action, fast-paced humor, vivid character portrayal, and wise observations about human nature

8. common people

9. 3,0000

10. cheered, booed, hissed, threw rotten vegetables, applauded for fight scenes and sound effects

